
 

 

 

Board of Directors 2013 

President -  Bob Young    Vice President - Sally Oldham 

Treasurer - Tim Waddingham   Secretary - JoAnne Walker 

LaNelle Bentz     Bill Paull 

Beverly Cline      John Stowell 

Mary Hart      Don Stanley  

Carol Liechty      Jim Koch 

Peggy Eichner     Jim Rhoads 

       Richard Kading   

STAFF: Jared McDonald, Manager  

Tracy Barongan,  Suzanne Null, Shirley Parkins, Mina Jean Slater and                   
Debbie Zacharias 

Madison County Historical Society 

PO Box 15 

Winterset, IA 50273 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
Madison County Historical Society  
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Volunteer Orientation  

Sunday, April 21st 

1:00pm 

Calling all volunteers!  Join us Sunday, April 21st for a volunteer orienta-

tion to be held at the museum.  Get updates on new displays and meet 

our new manager, Jared McDonald. Please make every effort to join us 

for this informative meeting. Refreshments will be served. 

 

  

At the end of November the Madison County Historical Complex said goodbye 

to long time Manager, Wendell Spencer, after 18 years dedicated service to the muse-

um. We wish Wendell the best in his retirement. 

We would like to introduce Jared McDonald as the new complex Manager. Jar-

ed has been on the Madison County Historical Society board for the past 3 years and 

has volunteered at the museum since he was in high school. Jared’s family includes 

his wife, Tara, and 19 month old son, Sawyer.  Jared is excited to take the wheel and 

help move the museum forward. He has been very busy the last 2 months getting to 

know the ins and outs of running the museum. He stated that he looks forward to 

working with all the staff and volunteers this summer.  

Opening day for the Madison County Historical Complex is May 1
st

.  

Please stop by and visit! We plan on 

having the Depot Freight area open this 

summer and the Stone Barn open for visi-

tors as well. If you have any questions or 

comments please call us at 515-462-2134, 

or e-mail us at                                      

mchistory@historyonthehill.com  

mailto:mchistory@historyonthehill.com


 
 

Renew your Annual Membership today!   

Name: ________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

City: _______________________ State: ______ Zipcode: _________ 

Email: _______________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________ 

Mail to:  MCHS, PO Box 15, Winterset, IA, 50273 

Annual memberships run January thru December 

Annual membership $10.00 per person;  Life membership $150.00 per person 

 

Use the form below to renew your membership today! 

Calendar of Events 2013 

April 20, 1pm Pampered Chef Fund Raiser for Passport to the Past at the Museum 

April 21, 1pm Volunteer Orientation  

May 1, OPENING DAY 

May 5, 1pm Annual Meeting  

June 1, Noon—5pm “Fun in the Sun” Car Show  

June 28-29 Annual Garage Sale Fundraiser for Passport to the Past, 

October 12-13 Covered Bridge Festival—Passport to the Past at Museum Complex 

October 27, 1pm Museum Volunteer Appreciation 



   

 

 

 

 

Voices From the Past... 
County Fair Is 100 Years Old 

The first annual Madison county fair was held Oct. 8 and 9, 1856 at a site about two 

miles northeast of Winterset.  (This was on what is known as the W.H. Maxwell farm 

in section 29, Union township). 

 Reports of this first county fair indicate that there was no protection from the 
weather to anything on exhibition, except the ladies department, which was arranged 

under sheds. 

 Total receipts of $146.25 were reported from this first fair, with expenditures 

of $478.90. 

 About the year 1867, the board of supervisors appropriated $500 to purchase 

a fairgrounds site just west of Winterset.  This served as the county fairgrounds for 

many years. 

 Early day minutes of fair board meetings state that fairs were held annually 

“except 1894”. 

 “A premium list was published that year, but that being a dry year,, no crops 

were raised, the cattle and hogs were all sold, or were not in condition for showing, 
and the farmers having the blues, no fair was held”. 

 In the secretary’s report to the state fair for 1859, he states:  “700 hogs were 

driven to market from Madison county, and 250 head of cattle, and next year there 

would be 350 head taken to market.  The average price of a horse was $75.” 

 Other items on this same early day report were:  “This county is well supplied 

with saw mills,.  Quite a number of mowers and reapers are in use.  No horse rakes, 

Wm. R. Shriver has a very good wagon shop at Winterset.” 

 In 1907, a semi-centennial, or 50th annual fair, was held.  Officers that year 

were: A.D. Guye, president; W.H. Vance and Elmer Orris, assistant fair managers; J.W. 

miller, vice-president; A.M. Meachem, 2nd vice-president; and C.F. Allgeyer, treasurer. 

 

Taken from the Winterset Madisonian, July 1956 



 SPRING CLEANING? 

Keep us in mind when clearing out those closets!  We are now taking donations 
for the garage sale.  Call Jared or Debbie at 515-462-2134 for more information 
on donating items toward this fundraiser.  All donations are tax deductible. 

All proceeds from the annual garage sale go toward making activities possible at 
the Museum Complex during the Covered Bridge Festival. 

Sorry, no large electronics, including tv’s, are accepted this year. 
 

 

Be sure to put this HUGE garage sale on your calendar now!   

  You never know what you’ll find at this annual event! 


